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lands, immense areas of forest filled with valuable
timber trees, rubber, medicinal plants, and other
forest products. Only a few of the country's mineral
resources are being developed. With the exception
of one sound and well-established company, the
bulk of the gold is washed by the Indians with the
crudest of appliances from the beds of the rivers.
Even before the land now included in the Re-
public of Ecuador had come under Incan dominion,
some of the native races mined, smelted, and
worked copper, silver, and gold to a considerable
degree.
In   some   respects   the   gold   work   of   the
Ecuadorean tribes far excelled that of any other
of the American races, and much of the finest gold
work of  ancient  Peru  originated  in Quitu, as
Ecuador was then called. Indeed, some of the old
Ecuadorean gold work is absolutely amazing. In
the vicinity of Manabi and Esmeraldas, on the
Pacific    coast,    archaeologists    have    unearthed
quantities of gold beads so small as to be unrecog-
nisable as such when viewed by the unaided eye.
Many of these are smaller than the head of a
common pin and look like mere grains or tiny
nuggets of gold.   But when examined through a
lens they are revealed as hand-made beads, not
only   pierced  but  often   elaborately   carved or
embossed, and quite frequently composed of a
number of pieces of gold welded or soldered to-
gether to produce a single bead.